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the country saw vividly the tremendous price it had
paid. For days the stream of mourners stretched many
miles in every direction from Whitehall and these were
but a small part of those who had suffered loss. The
Great Empire remembered its agony and mourned its
splendid youth destroyed, its vitality sapped and its
prosperity in ruins. And then a priest in North London
shouted openly the half-formed fear which had grown
in every mind, that all this had been a waste, and a
folly and a poor delusion. Great love, self-sacrifice and
patriotism had inspired men to the great struggle. Now
the rage of the nations, as they had flown at each other,
seemed but a vulgar self-seeking brawl for trade and
material advantages.
The temporary prosperity had a sense of unreality,
and behind it was danger from Labour grown restive,
even over-boisterous. There were foreign propaganda
and ** Red Flag " ideas. The ordinary British work-
man appeared sound and steady, but many of his leaders
wished to rush him into revolution. The coal-miners
struck on the i6th of October on such poor grounds,
that it appeared that their leaders hoped to hurry them
into " direct action." Two days later a demonstration
of unemployed came to Downing Street, and the foreign
element in the crowd turned it into a serious riot. I
watched the original advance up Downing Street, and
it was good-tempered. I went with the crowd as it
looted in the Strand, and the men round me were the
scum of the slums. They were foreign-bred Jews and
the evil beasts of other countries who afflict Whitechapel
with their presence, and they snarled and walked like